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“ Go preach the kingdom of Gad!’ 


*  Ghe testimony of eternal truth. 
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The Living Present. stitution, the cradle of liberty and of Materialism—Spiritualism. in the mental and moral character of 
saocine We look in vain to the tomb — those who have accepted them. And 


ELIJAH MYRICK. 


It was a wise axiom with our early 
ancestors, that they: would recognize 
‘*the greatest gift (of revelation) as 
their lead.” This cardinal principle 
should never be lost. It at once con- 
firms the ‘* greater works”, the ‘* great 
increase” ; stimulates to present, active 
service, and is the conservator of all ac- 
quired good. 

Mother Ann Lee, feeling a loss of the 
inspiring gift of God in her soul after 
sleeping, promised that if she could re- 
gain it, she would never lose it through 
slumber, and many times she ‘‘labored 
all night”. She was then the body, the 
church. And should not the church 
to-day, work diligently, lest through 
its slumbers, the gift of God be lost and 
the darkness of night overshadow its 
light, and the city on a hill be cloud- 
capped? 

The Sabbath, the Bible, the church, 
the ministry and the christian name, 
each beautiful in itself, work ruin when 
made substitutes for holiness of heart 
and a divine life—for religion—which 
is something more than historic chris- 
tianity—z¢ zs life. Is our life, religion? 
living or embalmed? 

We need to look around often and 
see what is passing before our eyes, in- 
stead of looking behind and before us. 
Time is a fragment of eternity. De- 
vote every day to something zow in 
order, and let what is gained by one be 
invested in all; becoming a permanent 
investment for all time. 

Devotees who stand in the foot-prints 
of their fathers, resting on their laurels, 
stand square in the way of the living 
present. Supine loyalty is not a chris- 
tian trait. ‘* Follow me, the way, the 
truth and the life”, was the voice of 
Him, who, standing guard around 
truth, carried a love stronger than death. 
He does not foreclose human concious- 
ness against the income of new truth, 
nor make any ove fact of human his- 
tory, a bar to development; but fairly 
admits of an advance beyond him. 


The little child, innocent and trusting, 
just introduced into the world of effects, 
seeking to know the causes, is like those 
born spiritually into the divine life, the 
kingdom of Christ. Each one mnst 
understand cause and effect. 


‘the cost”, will always be in order. As 


the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 


“* Count} 


progress. 
for the buds cf promise. 
Our hold on the past is the needed 
lever to stretch the warp of time, mak- 
ing the web of life’s experience more 
firm and perfect. But the tension 
should never resist the unfolding; re- 
fuse the smiling woof; nor impede the 
flying shuttle of time. 
Talents should never be laid away in 
a napkin, white though it may be. God 
does his work by endowment; but the 
glorious destination to which a wise and 
active improvement will bring us, is not 
the work of the giver, it is ours. Why 
then, wait upon the Lord, when the 
Lord is waiting our service? 
We have the example, the experience, 
the proof-sheet of the prophets, who 
have given value to the world’s history ; 
their heroism, their living and dying for 
truth in ¢he/r time. We, too, must 
battle with our errors, Cast away what- 
ever has become of fate, ‘* perished in 
its using.” Like an old carriage, if 
fastened behind, will only aid in a de- 
scent. 
Jesus broke from the exclusiveness of 
his early education, and tiding over on 
the John Baptist wave of inspiration, 
became an active agent in the world, 
for good, aggressive good, else we had 
never known his history. And it was 
the ** Acts of the Apostles” that were 
worth reading. Let each one add their 
mite and might to the record. Like 
the glow-worm we only shine when in 
motion. 
‘The prayer of action moves the world, 

It breaks and tills the sod.” 
Whenever such a prayer ascends, 

’T will find response from God. 
Our needs are parent to our prayer, 

We seek for more of the divine; 
’Tis breathed upon the willing air, 

For those who live in present time. 


> 
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Rev. Dr. McGisson, having just returned 
to Australia from New York, is enlightening 
that region with recitals of the shortcomings 
of American churches. The doctor is es- 
pecially aggrieved by remembrances of Dr. 
Hall’s church. ‘I submit,” he says, ‘‘ that 
rthe magnificence of the temple in which Dr. 
Hall ministers, its gorgeous exterior, its mas- 
sive steeple, its elaborate windows, its luxu- 
rious pews, its richly carpeted and uphol- 
stered stairs and seats, and skylight, its 
polished wood, its unique everything, costing 
$2,000,000 ought to be condemned as a sinful 
waste, and a practical notice to the poor that 
here the gospel and the ordinances of Christ 
are intended for the rich.” 
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Perhaps we have no greater sting or rebuke 
for our transgressions, than to see those we 





love most truly, committing the same. Just 
as virtue brings its own reward, ¢ 


in finds its 


WILLIAM H. 
Spiritualism and spirituality are very 
intimately connected. The reality of 
the latter depends upon the substantial 
reality of the former. Because, if there 
is no existence of man spiritually after 
the dissolution of man corporally, then 
the entire regulation of his conduct with 
reference to suchan existence isa nullity. 
Not only is that which is styled religion 
a myth, but morality, which supposes 
obligations of human beings towards 
each other, is a mere rope of sand. 
There can be no such thing as progress 
for man, for, towards what shall he 
progress? But the substantial facts 
gathered from the history of mankind, 
show that they are, and have been for 
ages, powerfully influenced by the idea 
of immortal life for themselves in other 
spheres, and of intercommunication be- 
tween the occupants of those spheres 
and of the earth. It matters not that, 
in their ignorance, the ideas entertained 
by them were not originally and for 
long ages of a character adapted to the 
greater culture and refinement of these 
latter ages, it 7s of consequence to know 
that they have been strongly affected 
by them in the regulation of their con- 
duct towards each other and towards 
the gods in whom they believed. 

Whence came those ideas? From a 
chance thought of ignorance and super- 
stition, the materialist says; yet this 
chance thought has had a wonderful 
hold upon the human mind, and it seems 
impossible, even at this late day, to 
loosen it. Men—not the religious 
teacher alone, but the sage, the philoso- 
pher, the scientist,—have severally la- 
bored to improve upon it. From the 
forces of nature, as seen in the vegeta- 
ble and animal kingdoms; in the sun, 
the moon, the stars; up to those ideal 
things remarkable for their beauty, 
strength, or authority, such as Jupiter, 
Apollo, and the like ; and then to Brah- 
ma, Buddha, and Jehovah, the products 
of the still advancing human intellect; 
till the modern idea was reached, of 
the Infinite Life, the Infinite Love, Wis- 
dom, and Power, there has been a 
gradual enlargement of the thought, 
which has affected all, whether they 
have professed to be believers or un- 
believers. In proportion as the ideas of 
Deity and the future life have been ex- 


BUSSELL. 


even many of those who have professed 
to reject them altogether, have partici- 
pated with the others in the higher con- 
ditions that have ensued. Our modern 
sceptical scientists are, in high-toned 
morality, the equal of their delieving 
brethren of the laboratory and the lec- 
ture-room. ‘‘Hope springs eternal” 
even in the sceptic’s breast ; and when a 
full demonstration of the future life has 
awakened certain dormant faculties 
within him, it is wonderful how en- 
thusiastic he oft-times becomes in defence 
of views he formezly regarded with 
apparent scorn. His motions, as well 
as his calmer judgment, urge him at 
once to obey ‘* the heavenly vision.” 

The proof of immortality must be with- 
in the heart of every individual. Out- 
ward evidences and arguments may be 
ever so clear, but they never can impart 
to the soul the certainty which the divine 
life established and increasing within 
always gives. This is the lesson to be 
learned in the school of Christ. It 
appeals to the innermost of man, to his 
natural unrest and longing for something 
still better and better. It is the lesson 
which Jesus and his disciples learned, 
so that they loved not their life—their 
merely sensual life to its death, looking 
and working for one far higher—the 
eternal life. Before this glorious ‘sun-* 
light the shades of skepticism disappear 
forever. 

This is, really, spirituality, or the 
spiritual life. It includes not only the 
highest grade of moral, but conscious 
inspirations from the highest sources of 
life, of whatever degree of refinement 
or power. In the language of the old 
‘‘apostles’ creed,” it includes especially 
**the communion of saints,” the intimate 
association of those in whose hearts 
there is the utmost sincerity, ‘*in whose 
mouth there is no guile,” and in whose 
outward course there ‘‘ is no shadow of 
turning,” they being ‘‘without fault 
before the throne of God.” These ase 
the vanguard of that ‘‘great multitude 
which no man can number,” who send 
down through all the advancing hc sts 
the word of faith, of courage and hope. 
These are they ‘‘who pass through the 
valley and make it a fountain,” imrart- 
ing through all its streams the fertility 
which gives health, strength and beauty,” 
and which will finally make ‘the desert 
rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 














- prophecy; so is every true christian in- 





own punishment. 





tended, there has been an improvement 


Attention is called to “Plain Talk,” page 8. 












- In each dispensation every increasing 
work of God has been ushered in by a 
call to repentance. There are many at 
the present time who profess conver- 
sion and join the church, because it has 
become popular to do so; but where 
are the * fruits meet for repentance?” 
Some are very particular about the 
mode of baptism; but are they as zeal- 
ous about bringing forth the * fruits ot 
repentance?” In the great revival 
under the ministration of John the.Bap- 
tist, see what was considered ‘ fruits 
meet for repentance” at that time. 

‘* Then went out to him Jerusalem, 
and all Judea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, and were baptised of him 
in Jordan, confessing their sins.” There 
were some came without bringing forth 
the fruits of repentance. Such he 
called ** a generation of vipers.” Others 
said, what shall wedo? He said, ‘*He 
that hath two coats let him impart to 
him that hath none, and he that hath 
meat, let him do likewise. 

This was fruit meet for repentance. 
After John was cast in prison, Jesus 
proclaimed the same message, saying 
the time is fulfilled, repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven is athand. There came 
to him a certain ruler and asked what 
he should do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus said, keep the commandments. 
He said, all these have I kept from my 
youth up, what lack I yet? Jesus said 
if thou will be perfect, go sell all that 
thou hast, come and follow me, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven. He 
went away sorrowful for he had great 
possessions. There was no fruit here 
meet for repentance. At another time 
Jesus passed through Jericho. There 
was a man by the name of Zacheus, 
chief of the publicans, and was rich. 
He sought to see Jesus, but could not 
for the press, as he was small of statue. 
so he rau before and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree, for he was to pass that 
way. Jesus looked up and saw him. 
said to him, ** Zacheus, make haste and 
come down; for to-day 1 must abide at 
thy house.” He hastened down and re- 
ceived him gladly. Jesus must have 
preached repentance to him, for before 
he left, Zacheus said, ‘* Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the 
poor, and if I have taken anything by 
false accusation, I'll restore four-fold.” 
Jesus said, ** this day has salvation come 
to this house.” Here were the fruits of 
genuine repentance. No doubt he had 
taken this opportunity to confess his 
sins, and was now ready to right his 
wrongs. 

Let us see what were the fruits of re- 
pentance in the great Pentecostal re- 
vival, when three thousand were added 
to the church ina day. ‘ And all that 
believed were together, and had all 
things common, and sold their possess- 
ions and goods, and parted to all men 
as every man had need.” Surely this 
was preparing the way of the Lor.l, as 
it was written, “every valley shall be 





filled, and every mountain shail be 


brought low.” The true spirit of the 
gospel in its operation, levels all distinc- 
tions, makes new and equal men and 
women. Revivals that do not produce 
this change—repentance—without fruit, 
will fail to bring salvation from sin. In 
modern times, when there has been a 
genuine revival, it has produced the 
same results, and there have been many 
baptized into one spirit. It has been 
said that no one could carry out the 
precepts of Christ in practice, without 
becoming a pauper. So far from this 
being the case, those who live out the 
principles of the gospel most perfectly. 
live in Communities where pauperism 
is impossible. In order to become suc- 
cessful in any undertaking, we must 
comply with certain conditions; we d 
not look for the stars while the sun 
shines, nor for the glow-worm till it is 
dark ; neither need we look for the prin- 
ciple of selfishness to be eradicated 
while living in an isolated selfish condi: 
tion. Nor will those who depend upon 
the merits of Jesus, find salvation from 
their sins. They will have to follow 
his example, and walk even as he 
walked, live as he lived. For he be- 
came the author of eternal salvation to 
all those who obey him in their lives. 


Union Village, O. 





Who wants Happiness? 


LARZ ERICKSON. 





True happiness is only to be found ir 
a true self-denying life. Shaker faith. 
carried out in practice, will fill the soul 
with goodness and true happiness 
Obedience to the faith will purify om 
hearts ready to receive spiritual things. 
Riches and honors of this world do not 
make men nor women happy; because 
mankind are lost in transgression and dis- 
obedience to natural and spiritual laws 
It was intended that a great deal o’ 
happiness should rest upon mankind i: 
the natural order, if they would prac- 
tice obedience to the laws for offspring . 
but now, transgression of the law de 
stroys the best of it, and causes so mucl 
sickness of body and weakness of mind 
with the affliction of licentiousness o1 
the offspring, that now fills this eartl 
with sorrow and anguish of soul in chil 
dren and parents. And mankind arc 
unhappy indeed ; and there is no othe: 
way to remove it, but to reform : **ceasc 
to do evil and learn to do well.” There 
is.a voice from heaven to mankind, re 
pent and believe in the gospel of Christ’: 
second appearing. He will reveal 
himself in every soul who will receive 
him. le revealed himself in great 
power and glory to our mother, Ann 
Lee, so that she was able to crucify all 
deeds of the flesh, and rise with Christ 
in the first resurrection, and many 
others that now shine bright as stars, on 
this earth, in all the Shaker societies in 
America. Now men and women and 
youths of every kind and class, why not 
rise with Christ in the first resurrection? 
Why not come out from the world and 





purify yourselves from sin and from sin- 








ners, and 
and respect your Savior and meet him 
with joy and thanksgiving? He will 
make an end of sin in your souls, and 
destroy the power of darkness; lay the 
foundation for a new heaven in every 
soul that receives him, and who renders 
obedience to his requirements. He 
wants you to give up all: father, mother. 
wife and children and your own life 
also. If you do that you will be happy, 
and free, full of joy and thanksgiving 
night and day. You will be the light 
of the world even as He was the light 
of the world. Every true Shaker. is 
happy in the midst of suffering and 
tribulation, able to give thanks and 
glory to God now and evermore. 
Pleasant f[7ill, Ky. 





v 


Nature, 


SARAH ANN NEAL. 


Behold, upon nature’s countenance fair, 

A lesson of brightness and joy written there; 
Each leaf as a letter, each cluster a line, 
forming a part of creation divine. 


For a teacher is nature, so simple and rare, 

No scholar of science can with her compare; 

A volume of knowledge is seen in her face, 

While deeper the lines of rich substance we 
trace. 


Every flower and shrub is a work so complete, 

No skill of the artist can with it compete; 

sutin magnificent grandeur, the forests excel, 

{n displaying the hand that “ doth all things 
well.” 


Chere are uses and beauties in nature we see; 

3oth clasp hands together in sweet unity,— 

oth forming a link between pleasure and 
toil, 

Which brings forth the fruits of creation’s 
rich soil. 


Ah! nature ’s a science exquisitely fine, 

OQutwrought through the skill of an all su- 
preme mind; 

And out, through the face of creation so fair, 

Chis spirit divine looketh everywhere. 


his spirit so grand, is seen in the storm, 

And heard in the breeze of a calm summer 
morn ; 

While each growth of nature, is destined to be 

\ glory and praise to its divinity. 


“air nature! so simple and beautiful too, 

Jur minds love to linger and commune with 
you. 

\ magical power o’er our feelings you throw, 

Phat bears us away from all tritles below, 


fo a region all tranquil, all bright and serene 

Where the angels of God e’er delight to con- 
vene,— 

While joy, that ’s supernal, forever rolls on, 

ind friends meet to part not, in one happy 
home.— 


A home in the heavens, all lovely and fair, 

Where perversion ne’er comes; but true na- 
ture is there 

The image of God—the just, perfected man, 

Where nature ’s as pure as when worlds first 
began. 


Then sing not to me of a zafure that sins,— 
Of the syren that strives till her victim she 
wins; 
Nor yet of unspiritual nature applaud— 
But that God of Nature, whose nature is God 
Shakers, N. YX. 
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A rational church is what thousands are in 
search of. They are dissatisfied or disgusted 
with the actual church, cnt yet have no 
thought of abandoning a t ul ’ religious life. 
They are waiting for the ministry of the ideal 


church.—New Age. 


happy? Why not honor| 





Notes by the Way. 
NENRY C. BLINN. ; 


Whether in the company of the rich or 
poor, educated or uneducated, the ne- 
cessity for the exercise of wholesome 
good manners is ever the same. With 
out affectation;-it holds its possessor the. 
genial and. simple representative of 
what Webster defines, an educated 
mind. 

In the diffusion of this liberal educa- 
tion which the masses are so happily 
receiving at the present time, we may 
be justified in the expectant-hope. of a 
higher interest in that department which 
signally exalts the mind of man. It 
is oneof the beautiful gifts of God, which 
has not upon it the condemnation of 
caste. It glows in ail its loveliness, in 
the cottage as well as the palace; in 
the youth as in the adult. No disci- | 
plined, moral mind can well afford to 
be negligent in this respect; while the 
professor of a spiritual life, the disciple 
of the Nazarene, would prove himself 
most unfortunate to assume that high 
calling, and at the same time treat with 
carelessness the preliminary degree of 
simply good manners. But our time 
and our little paper has limitations; so 
we will make reference more particu- 
larly to that phase of the subject which, 
at present, interests us most. 

Always, for a proffered as well as for 
an actual kindness, we should make a 
liberal compensation, through this free- 
will and beautiful compliment, ‘*Z £énd- 
ly thank you.” This was a cherished 
form of expression among the first 
founders of our institution, and has ever 
been the instruction of our gospel home. 
It is a treasure far more substantial than 
can be purchased) by flattering wor:s, 
or by the bestowing of presents. How 
pleasantly everything awakens into new 
life, when this beautiful response, heart- 
fully follows a deed of kindness! 

Those who have learned to speak this 
ser.tence, and at the same time have 
learned that gentleness which should 
accompany the remark, have, indeed, 
in their posession a pearl of grear price. 
I kindly thank you\” Did you ever 
realize what a magic influence these 
four little words exercise upon the 
hearer, and also upon the speaker? 
Take the first opportunity and make the 
experiment Age is no barrier, for we 
must need ever be learning. Children 
should have the spirit of this sentence 
so indelibly impressed upon their minds, 
that no burdens, nor duties, which may 
devolve upon them in more advanced 
years will ever cancel, or even dim this 
very essential obligation. 

The introduction of an abbreviated 
form of the sentence, destroys ina great 
degree, the cherished effect, for what is 
worth doing at all, is worth doing well ; 
and whatever is. worth our notice of 
thankfulness, demands from us the best 
that we are able to bestow. That 
which costs us but little anxiety or ex- 
pense to sccure, has generally a corre- 
sponding appreciation. Indeed, men 
of manuers and men of the world, may 
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greet you with the simple word, 
“thanks.” If it wells up from an 
affectionate and generous heart it may 
be a most lovely award. But it is oftener 
a cool, formal recognition .Its commer- 
cial value warrants its use by many. It 
occupies lesstime. To use it, however, 
requires but little effort, and in many 
cases, even the simple monosyllable is 
mutilatea by the suppression of the **¢2.” 
which measurably deprives the hearer 
<f the anticipated blessing, and the 
speaker of the so much needed disci- 
pline. In this form it can neither be 
considered good manners nor good 
grammar; and is by no means com- 
mendable in any one. 

On our pilgrimage through this life, 
we must be more or less dependent upon 
each other. To admit this dependence 
should not only be a duty, but a life 
privilege. In the society of our aged 
parents, this simple remark of thought- 
ful appreciation, ** 7 &éndly thank you,” 
may for many days be to them as the 
beautiful sunshine in their psth. Do 
not forget to use it. In whatever com- 
pany we may be placed, among older 
or younger, rich or poor, bond or free ; 
we should never forget this christian 
obligation. Return thanks, and let it 
be from the goodness of the heart. Try 
‘this, beloved friend, and witness the re- 
sult. 


<> 





Prayer. 


G. 8B. AVERY. 


I 


Truc prayer is not the words that gtile forth 
from the oily tongue; 

Tis not the narrow ws, that bounds the 
worthy supplicant’s dome; 

Tis not the bended knee of fear, crouched 
*neath Jehovah's frown, 

Nor yet the scalding, bitter tzar, remorse 
pleads w.th renown. 

We see a hungering, sincere soul, bowed 
*neath its Maker's shrine, 

Its soul-throb breathings, uttering, “O, not 
my will, bat Thine.” 

It’s a// a conce-rated gitt to God, with utmost 
care, 

And Heaven, in accents clear, proclaims, 
this, mortals, ¢his 7s prayer. 


2 


A wrestling earnestness of soul, no epithet 
can trace; 
‘A struggling, running for the goal, of God’s 
assisting grace; 
Deep, deeper than the realms of thought, 
more real than its blare, 
And itl de; e idence on its God, this, mor- 
tails, this is prayer. 
Abstracted from the world’s turmoil, and 
shielded from its gaze, ‘ 
And emptied of its every spoil, the soul must 
‘be who prays. 
And filled with love to every soul, recipient 
of God’s care, 
Ready to give to God the whole. 
work of prayer. 


This is the 
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But, prayer is more; ‘tis Heaven's decree; a 
power the lame to heal, 

The sick restore, the bond to free; to blind 
the light reveal— 

The power to build on earth a heaven, and 
store it with God's grace, 

And permeate it with a leaven to raise the 
human race, 

To mansions of the higher life, where shame, 
nor sin, nor wrong, 

Are ne'er presented in the strife, which to its 
saints belong. 

The race is run, from faith, to works of peace, 
and love. and joy; 

Their prayers uplift their working souls, to 
Heaven without alloy. 


| Memorandum, Number 1. 


DANIEL FRASER. 

Ever since the manifestation of Christ 
in the female, a work of shaking has, 
with many extraordinary results, been 
going on; and from time to time has 
been felt among ourselves. Under the 
idea of progress some have urged thei: 
conceptions upon our notice, tending in 
some cases to the subversion of our 
form of government. We feel that a 
true line of faith teaches that the work 
we are in is of God; that all true prog- 
ress will proceed from Him, through 
the work itself in those who are subject 
to its order, and not in the line of indi- 
vidual theories. We find it recorded: 
** That the invisible things of God are 
clearly seen by the things that are made. 
even His eternal power and Godhead,” 
and with safety we can add, the visible 
things of creation also clearly show 
that all normal growth proceeds from a 
living center, and when any part of a 
living body sets up local action not con- 
trollable by central life, a wen, a boil. 
or a carbuncle, tending to disorganiza- 
tion, will be the result. 

If we look through the four grand 

divisions of animate life, viz: the Ra 
diate, the Mollusca, the Articulate, and 
through all the multifarious forms o: 
the Vertebrates up to man, we find cen- 
tral life predominating, harmonizing 
with the members, and the member: 
with the central controlling power. 
Central controlling life is a leading. 
prominent, ever present manifestation 
of animate existence, and what is truly 
remarkable, the growth of each indi 
vidual, from the low Radiate up to man 
is independent of the animal, its wil! 
or volition. Jesus Christ saw this: 
** Which of you by taking thought can 
add one cubit to his stature ?” 
4 Those who venture to think and 
speak lightly of our form of govern- 
ment will act wisely to be still and 
learn that God is in his holy temple, a 
redeeming central power and authority. 
redeeming us from the bondage of ow 
animal self-hood, its passions and pro- 
pensities, and creating us anew in the 
likeness of His divine attributes. 

Even as the growth of our body is 
irrespective of our choice, so also the 
growth of the work of God will be 
irrespective of our calculations. The 
best we can de, all of us, is to be faith 
ful to the appointed center of life, orde: 
and authority before us. Let each and 
all be true to * finish transgression, put 
an end to sin, make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and bring in everlasting right- 
eousness.” Do so, and in due time 
every true desire will be fulfilled as re- 
gards government and development 
of functions. I say again, peace be 
still; that which is calculated to disin- 
tegrate, let it alone; ¢¢# is for outside 
action. Even natural truths need to be 
sanctified to us, otherwise they will do 
hurt. 

There is such a thing as a seeming sub- 
Let your obedience be from 


jection. 








an undivided heart, warm and affection- 
ate, overflowing with thankfulness that 
you have a part and a lot in a work 
which confounds the wisdom of this 
world, and humbles in the dust all self- 
exaltedness. 

Shirley, Mass. 
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Brotuer G. A. Lomas: 

At the decade meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Peace Society, held at Mercantile Hall, Phil- 
adelphia, Thursday, November 26th, we 
were favored with an able address by Elder 
Henry Cummings of Enfield, N, H., a report 
of which will be published in the Voice or 
Peace. At the close of his remarks the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by John M. Spear, 
was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this society recommends 
the different families of Shakers to send out 
their members as missionaries to speak on 
the subject of Peace. : 


I do not know of any way in which I can 
so effectually convey the above to the proper 
persons, who will consider it and judge of the 
propriety of acting upon it, than through 
your paper, and I will be obliged if you will 
give it an insertion so that it may reach 
these. 

Truly thy friend and brother, 
Henry T. Cup, M. D., 
634 Race St., Philadelphia, Nov., 1876. 
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Hands to Work, and Hearts to God. 


JANE A. CORNELL. 





While unto our daily labors, 
We with diligence attend, 
We may fix our thoughts on heaven, 
Let our musings still ascend. 
Though our toils be hard and irksome, 
~ Taking all our strength to ply, 
It will make the burden lighter, 
If our thoughts we place on high. 


Often when we're working hardest, 
All our thoughts are wandering far; 
Proves not this, that labor, seldom, 
To reflection, is a bar? 
Tis a lesson that our mother, 
Taught and practiced when on earth; 
And to every true believer, 
All her teachings are of worth. 


Often did her weary toiling, 

Stretch from riforn far in the even; 

But with holy thoughts inspired, 

Dwelt she on the things of heaven. 
Let us then be ever striving, 
To obtain a good reward, 

By observing her example, 

Hands to work, and hearts to God. 

Shakers, N. 7, 

The Sabbath. 

(The following communication by ‘* One 
OF THE BRETHREN” will have its purposed 
result—a recurrence of the orthodox, Shaker 
view upon the Sabbath day. For our own 
oart, this is very acceptable; and we all, rad- 
icals and conservatives, may rest upon the 
necessity of some day as a Sabbath, which 
-hould be kept in general seclusion from sec- 
ular duties and in all religious sacredness.— 
Ep, ] 


The testimony and practice of believ- 
ers, Shakers, in regard to the observance 
of one day in seven, as a day of rest 
from secular affairs, and its appropria- 
tion to worship and social duties, has 
been attended with unspeakable bless- 
ings, however much it may have been 
prostituted. Poor humanity, down 
through many ages, has greatly been 
benefited by the institution of the Sab- 
bath, and it is justly deemed of incalcu- 
lable importance, inasmuch as it draws 








a line of distinction between the secu- 
lar and sacred. 

We are happy in stating, that, on our 
last visit with our beloved ministry, 
they drew our attention to strict obser- 
vance of the Sabbath day. We feel in 
union with them, and believe that the 
individual, the family or the society who 
applies the Sabbath the most to divine 
uses, and to the avoidance of all secular 
affairs, not absolutely necessary to health 
and comfort in a normal sense, will be 
the most blest. Hence we were aston- 
ished and grieved on reading an article 
in Tue Suaker, which, as we under- 
stand it, favored a secular use of the 
Sabbath in regard to the * Centennial 
Exhibition.” 

Being sure that the principles and 
practices of Shakerism, together with 
the explicit instructions of the faithful 
leaders of this religious people, have 
ever required a strict observance of the 
Sabbath and its entire application to re- 
ligious duties and spiritual labors, we 
anticipate that the real ideas and pur- 
poses designed to have been conveyed in 
that article were not clearly expressed. 
As we would be slow to believe that 
any brother of our Shaker faith could 
fail to perceive the irreligious, immoral 
and sin-inviting influence, which a neg- 
lect of the observance of the Sabbath 
would institute, and what debasement 
of society its appropriation to secular 
affairs, or mere’pleasurable amusements 
would engender. 

We would not, by any means, invite 
nor provoke controversy on the philos- 
ophy suggested by this Sabbath question. 
But, there is no need of comment to 
make manifest to all persons of good 
sense and common observation, the fact 
that, as a general thing, Sabbath break 
ers have a disregard to religion and its 
elevating discipline; and, in their his- 
tory are embraced great dissipation and 
abundant crime. In these remarks no 
personal reflections are intended or in- 
dulged. 

Shakers, of all people professing the 
Christian name and character, have need 
to be the most deeply concerned for the 
protective discipline of the rising gen- 
eration; and the prevailing influence, 
upon all classes of society to keep the 
Sabbath as a day necessarily set apart 
for a Godly use, worshipful devotions, 
and the culture of the spiritual nature. 

It never has been, it never can be, 
consonant with the principles of Shaker- 
ism to abandon Sabbath keeping, nor to 
encourage its appropriation as a gala- 
day. 

It is hoped that remarks that appeared 
in Tue SHaxer, relative to closing tlic 
**Centennial Exhibition” on the Sab- 
bath, were intended to admonish the 
principles of sectarian aristocracy, rather 
than to indicate, much less to encourage 
the prostitution of the Sabbath to mere 
secular amusements; and, by no means 
to stimulate or approve of the abandon- 
ment of Sabbath keeping. 

The laws of nature require periodi- 
cal seasons of rest and recuperation both 
to the soiland its vegetable productions ; 





and to all animate creation; and, the 
night season does not fill this demand. 
The civil and religious nature of man 
institutes a Sabbath, or a periodical 
season for cultivation and development 
of the moral faculties and spiritual con- 
stituents of our being. The Jewish re- 
ligious law and all subsequent religious 
revelations have recognized this and 
acquiesced in these demands, and unite 
in instituting a Sabbath. 

Because all mankind are not agreed 
relative to what day of the week should 
be kept as Sabbath, it does not offer a 
consistent reason for its abandonment ; 
rather let the specific advocates of each 
religious profession be true to their own 
convictions, and sacredly keep one day 
in seven as a Sabbath, and to ‘hem THE 
SABBATH OF THE Lorp. 

One oF THE BRETHREN. 


Hypoorisy. 


Ez. T. LEGGETT. 


With every class, from men of sense 
Down to the prating fool, 
Sincerity is the pretense, 
Hypocrisy the rule. 
The legislator in debate, 
The lawyer in his plea, 
And little lights, as well as great, 
All talk hypocrisy. 


Grand prayers that from grand churches rise, 
With many a pious groan, 
Cleave not the blue o’erarching skies, 
Nor reach Jehovah’s throne. 
Here vice usurps fair virtue’s seat, 
And gathers homage there ; 
There hypocrites, with faithful meet, 
In God’s own house of prayer. 





In language of hypocrisy, 
All nations fraternize ; 
And diplomats most courteously, 
Still dust each others eyes. 
Yon priest that points with reverend hand, 
And eyes upraised to God, 
His followers to the heavenly land, 
Knows not himself, the road. 


From pole to pole, in every zone, 
With nations bond or free, 

One tongue alone to all is known, 
And that, hypocrisy. 

The smooth amenities that grace 
The higher walks of iife; 

The polished greetings that preface 
The foeman’s deadly strife, 


The friendships, that adversity 
So wonderfully cures ; 

Or writing to your enemy, 
** Affectionately Yours ;” 

All pregnant as dark realms below, 
Of rank hypocrisy ; 

The only creed earth’s nations know, 
In which they all agree. 


ns 
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Tue Sunpay Question. A correspondent 
from West Pittsfield, Mass., says: ‘‘ I have 
often thought that Sun-day, being a day 
named after the sun by the worshipers of that 
planet, should not be recognized by us as the 
sabbath, etc.” This is the same ground of 
objection not long since used by our worthy 
Elder Evans. Our penwoman continues: 
“Sunday being the frst day of the week, 
while we Were strictly commanded to keep the 
seventh, etc.” We would say to Mary R. 
Wheeler, that if her first objection to our 
present sabbath has any force, it destroys 
whatever reasoning may be used in defence of 
her second, All the days of the week were 
named after gods or kings; and there is no 
more good reason for objecting to Sun-day 
as a sabbath for religious thought, than there 





THE SHAKER. 
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is to Moon-day, Saturn-day or the very licen- 
tious significance of Fri-day; or the day de- 
voted to the god of thunder—7%urs-day; or 
the day highest in the estimation of the idol- 
atrous Germans and Scandinavians— Wednes- 
day; and what better the day named after the 
god of war, Mars—Tues-day? .Let the union 
of the spirit be the principal thing concern- 
ing the sabbath to be kept, as well as all 
things else about which there may questions 
arise, We raise a much more important 
question, soliciting answers thereto: How 
can the Sabbath be most profitably observed? 


THE SHAKER. 
Monthly—60 cents per annum. 
A DUAL ADVOCATE OF CHRIST PRINCIPLES. 














The Grand Issue. 


We salute each and every one, in this 
opening volume for 1877, with all the 
wishes of God-speed in our hearts. 
Our highest purpose is humanity’s best 
interest—our hope, the elevation, re- 
generation, harvesting of souls, already 
ripened for a life, superior to the nar- 
row, selfish, reproductive elements of 
earthly life. ‘*Adam was of the earth, 
earthy” ; and Adam, with his co-workers 
and followers, we leave to the care of 
Moses, and Levitical statutes ; and plead 
for the abandonment of the earthly 
plane, only upon the principle of a pre- 
sentation of the superior life of the 
Christ—‘‘the Lord from heaven, a quick- 
ening spirit.” ‘Servants we are, to 
whom we yield ourselves to obey”— 
Apa or Curist. We cannot obey 
two antipodal masters; we cannot walk 
in opposite directions at one time; we 
cannot live in the flesh—engaging in the 
works of generation, fruitful or unfruit- 
ful—either the good or bad of the earthy 
—and at the same time ‘walk in the 
spirit’—and be ‘‘workers together with 
Christ.” We cannot be generative men 
and women, and truthfully wear the 
christian name. Neither marriage, nor 
reproduction belongs to Christ; there- 
fore, christians will not do these things, 
but live as did Jesus, the Christ—he 
was a virgin—all christians are vir- 
gins. Thelife of the heavens is a com- 
mune; no personal, private property 
there ; soin Christ, christian life on earth, 
‘none will possess aught he calls his 
own.” In Christ, in christianity, there 
is no private property, no personal pos- 
sessions. In Christ there is no war, con- 
tention, nothing to fight nor quarrel 
about, all is peace; “‘else would my 
servants fight.” . Christians will not, 
cannot fight nor quarrel. ‘Render 
unto Cesar ;” but let christians main- 


ment. It is not meet that a christian 
and a Jew should be synonyms in name 
nor in life. One may be a good Jew, 
and as yet, no christian. A christian 
has transcended Judaism, been resur- 
rected by following Jesus’ example, to 
the superior, Christ life. Now is the 
harvest of souls, such as are ripe for the 
life Jesus Christ lived. Who is ripe 
for the harvest? Who are christians? 


“The field is the world; the harvest 
is the end of the world; and the reap- 





tain the distinction of Christ’s govern-| 


ers are the angels.” Thrust in thy 
sickle, and reap; for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe.” And some have 
been reaped into christianity—the an- 
gel life—in this present time. And the 
grand issue is, who is ripe for Christ? 
Who is a living, willing sacrifice unto 
christianity? Let those who wear the 
name of christian answer first, by de- 
parting from all unchristian life; or let 
them abandon the name. 


Saved? Then Save Others. 


That the gospel of Christ is a saving 
element, every practical christian is a 
ready evidence. Toa very large ma- 
jority of professedly christian people, 
the price of salvation is an unreserved, 
unquestioning faith upon the merits of 
another, by whom they are, or are to be 
saved; but this is not Shaker faith. 

Upon whomsoever is saved from sin, 
there has settled the responsibility of 
being very anxious for others, that they 
may be saved. ‘Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give.” ‘* By this,” love 
for one another, ‘‘ shall it be known 
that ye are” saved. If the passage from 
the death of sin, unto a life in Christ, 
is to be evidenced by ‘love for the 
brethren,” then who is saved? Casting 
aside, as mere shams by comparison, 
every ¢sm of the head, the active prac- 
tical religion of the heart is alone chris- 
tianity. The glorification that many 
indulge in, because of an infatuation 
that they are especial objects of salva- 
tion; who look with cool indifference, 
or with a heartless sorrow upon myriads 
who are not as blessed as they are,— 
this glorying is as thin and inoperative 
as the escaped gases of an elevated bal- 
loon. The solid bottom of salvation, 
will and must be reached: does your 
salvation save others? Jesus was a 
saviour, because he was saved; and 
there have been, and will be ‘‘ many 
saviours arise,” from this cause, and 
this alone—being saved. 

Does salvation mean to us more love 
for others—a working love for those un- 
saved? Does it mean to us more char- 
ity for, and a longer forbearance with 
the erring? Does it lead us ‘‘to feel 
another’s woes, and hide” by oblitera- 
tion, ‘* the faults we see?” Does it cause 
us to meet others, even half way on 
their return from prodigality? As 
whilom renegades from justification, 
do we recall the needs we had, of the 
fatherly and motherly ‘falling on our 
necks, and kissing us?” Do we go 
down into the valley of humiliation 
with those who need to go there, 
and thereby give hope to those that are 
without it? The formal ceremonies of 
the confessor, and of going down into 
the waters with those who are subjects of 
baptism, are powerless for salvation, 
unless the spirit of Christ precedes, 
exceeds and succeeds the form. Go IN 
SPIRIT WITH THE SUPPLICANT. ‘* We 
had an high priest” in Jesus, ‘‘ that 
could be touched with our infirmities ;” 
nor in Jesus alone. And it is more, 
very much more of this spirit of helping 








others over hard places, that we all 





need, to be true, representative chris- 
tians, saviours to mankind. To be im- 
placable to our own faults first and most ; 
to manifest our superior christianity by 
an excess of charity; to exalt the good 
of others, even by self-abasement; to 
be pure from principle, and to teach 
purity from the love of it and of souls; 
to resist not evil; to speak no ill, and 
to desire so greatly the salvation of hu- 
manity from sin, that we so offer our- 
selves as sacrifices for men, that we 
willingly share their exertions fo ée 
saved, are needed requisites to prove 
our rights to the name of Christian, 
and as proofs that we are saved. 


ee 


Society Record and Social Life. 


The necessary haste, to put copy into the 
hands of the publisher for this particular 
number, is our excuse for leaving until Feb- 
ruary, Society REcorD, and more extensive 
*“Socrat Lire” letters. None can under- 
stand but ourselves, why the haste. But we 
would remark, that there has been nothing 
looked for more eagerly by our readers, than 
the items of our ‘‘Socrety RecorD,” so far 
as we are made aware. That this Recorp 
may do good alone, it should be as full as 
possible, ever dignified, and free from mere 
gossip. We cordially invite such items of 
interest each month, from each Society, as 
will continue to make the REcorD apprecia- 
ted and most profifable, 

A short time since, we remarked that there 
was much correspondence to and from the 
Societies, that would be very interesting and 
proper for Tue SHAKER to invest. Let us 
have it, ‘‘boiled down,” and full of sunbeams. 
We know not why SHAxer Sociar Lire 
should not be the happiest; and if it is, why 
withhold the recipes, with directions? 
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[NoTE: It is our intention to answer the question, 
forming the title of the following article, in all, or 
nearly all of the numbers of the present volume; and 
having invited some, hereby invite all Novitiate 
Elders, to share in glving an answer to the question. 
We are really sorry that delay on the part of others, 
has necessitated our writing No. 1, our connection 
with the Novitiate Order having ceased some years 
since. Ed.] 


What shall I do to be a Shaker? No. 1. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


—— 


This interrogatory has been addressed to 
us so often, that we would make a plain state- 
ment, giving a satisfactory answer, and 
thereby meet the necessities of many who 
dread ‘‘there are lions in the way.” 

There are many Novitiate Elders—each 
Society having four, two of each sex—whose 
duty it is to answer this question.. And 
though our verbal expressions might differ, 
there is no disagreement in our understand- 
ing, concerning the means an individual must 
take if they would become satisfied, trusty, 
aud permanent members of our Society. 

Our first thoughts are: What is your mo- 
tive in wishing to join us? Among the hun- 
dreds of answers which might honestly meet 
this query, only the following will prove effi- 
cacious in the end, which is: ‘“‘I am sick of 
sin, and want salvation from it!” Where 
this is apparent, we are never anxious to 
know if an individual is rich or poor; but 
would prefer one of ¢hs class with only the 
clothes commonly in possession of moral 
people, then to admit any on other reasons, 
though they had the wealth of an Astor. 

Any one seeking admission as a member, is 
required, ere we can give any encouragement 
at all, to settle as far as possible, all debts and 
contracts to the satisfaction of creditors; and 
then our rule is: If candid seekers after 
salvation come to us, we neither accept them 
nor reject them; we admi#¢ them, leaving the 








Spirit of Goodness to decide as to their sin- 











cerity ; to bless their efforts, if such,or to make 
them very dissatisfied if hypocritical. After 
becoming thoroughly acquainted with our 
principles, we ask an individual to give evi- 
dence of their sincerity, if really sick of sin, 
by an honest confession of every improper 
transaction or sin that lies within the reach 
This confession of sin to 
Elders of their own sex, appointed for the 
purpose, we believe to be the door of hope to 
the soul, the Christian valley of Achor,and one 
which every very sin-sick soul seizes with avid- 
ity, as being far more comforting tha nembar- 
rassing. And this opportunity remains a per- 
manent institution with us—to confess, retract 
our wrongs as memory may recall them; and 
aids individuals in so thoroughly repenting of 
past sins that they are enabled to leave them 
in the rear, while they pass on to greater 
salvations. It often takes years for an indi- 
vidual to complete this work of thorough con- 
fession and repentance; but upon this, more 
than upon aught else, depends their success as 
permanent and happy members. Those who 
choose to use deceit, can do so, but zever make 
reliable members ; always uncomfortable while 


of their memory. 


they remain; and very few do or can remain, 


unless they fulfill this important demand of 
If we do not detect 


“opening the mind.” 
their insincerity, God does, and they are 
tempted of the devil beyond their wish to 


remain with the Shakers; while ‘‘he that 


confesseth and forsaketh his sins, shall find 
mercy.” This is not a mere confession to 
mortality, but unto God, witnessed by those 
who have thoroughly experienced the prac 
tical results of the ordeal. ‘‘My son, give 
' glory tothe God of heaven ; confess unto Him, 
and ¢e// me what thou hast done.” 


Some may ask: After passing this ordeal, 
is it expected we can give up our early educa- 
tions, our rooted theologies, and ideas peculiar 
to our parents and tutors? We answer: 
Believe what you please; we only ask you to 
live a pure, clean, holy life. Believe in one 
God or three, only let no god be an interfer- 
ence to the principle of strictest dscipline of 
purity. Incline, if you choose, to predestina- 
tion, only regard it as established that you 
were predestined as a Christian, to bea follow- 
er of Jesus in virginity of life and thought. 
Your education, perhaps, has led you to 
believe in Jesus as an atonement; continue to 
do so, if you prefer, but also assure us that to 
be at-one-ment with Christ is to live freeand 
apart from fleshly lusts and worldly ambi- 
tions, and to pattern your life by the Christian 
model. We care not what you believe nor 
have believed; we are not concerned with 
your metaphysics, your materialism nor spirit- 
ualism; we ask you to square your life by 
him whose life was ‘‘without fault” before 
Pilate and before high heaven. Do you ask: 
Must I give up my property or money? Not 
until you choose to doso. We have arrange- 
ments by which you can be a member and 
retain every dollar or dollar’s worth of proper- 
ty ; but while enjoying the bounty of Society, i¢ 
demands as its right the use or interest of such 
property for its maintenance or improvement. 
True, so long as you retain as personal prop- 
erty any private possessions, you are not 
considered as truly and fully a member as 
others who have consecrated their a//, even if 
this consisted of naught else except their 
devoted selves. The thorough consecration 
of one’s self, is giving up or losing all of 
worldly life to find eternal life; while saving 
aught of that, loses this—eternal life. You 


are married: if a man, take excellent care of 


her whom you have promised to love and 
support; but this care must not entail upon 
you the practice of unchristian, fleshly lusts. 
Are you a woman? Lead about your husband 
as a brother only; set a guard to retain his 
feet in the chaste affections and associations 
of angel life. Have you children? Bring 
them up as pure asthe heavens. If they have 
inherited aught but purity, nip in the bud the 
practice of vice. Teach them that Jesus said, 
‘*Come, and be like unto me, for of such is the 
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kingdom or heaven.” Introduce to them 
early, the necessity of accounting for every 
misspent word and deed, 

Allare required to give their signature to a 
CovENANT, which embodies obedience to the 
fundamental principles of our insitution. It 
expressly provides that for the benefits of the 
Gospel, derived while such remain as meni- 
bers, none will make other demands of re- 
muneration for services performed, than that 
which the instrument illustrates. None sign 
away their rights to withdraw from the insti- 
tution, nor is the institution bound to retain 
any whom it would expel. But upon mutual 
agreement, derived by fulfilling the spirit of 
this CovENANT, any individual may assure 
themselves, in return for their services, the 
best care of the institution for body and soul, 
in sickness and in health, in childhood and 
6ld age, and participate to as much fullness 
in all its religious and spiritual blessings as 
they may choose. 

We ask none to abuse their conscientious 

convictions, unless these should prove adverse 
to the spirit of Christianity; and although 
to the multitudes this kind of conscience ap- 
pears an impossibility, we have had assur- 
ances of its existence. Weall labor with our 
hands, pray at the same time with our hearts, 
and endeavor so to live that each day shall 
find us prepared for a better beginning on the 
morrow, in this, or in some better world. Our 
o=.ly demands are, the successful prosecution 
of a pure life, after the Christ pattern; be- 
lieving and realizing that all other features 
of Christian communism will immediately 
succeed. Do you say you have been living 
apart from all fleshly impurities, all wrong- 
ing of others or yourself, aud endeavoring to 
feel consecrated to God in all your ways, 
words and thoughts? Truly, you have been 
a Shaker without the name, and without the 
knowledge of your many confederates! And 
none are more ready to welcome you to their 
hearts and homes than true Shakers, nor 
more ready to recognize that ‘‘thou art not 
far from the kingdom of heaven.” 
Bear in mind one other important feature : 
It is not a positive necessity that men nor 
women leave an unbelieving partner to be- 
come fully united to us in spirit. Many oj 
either sex have progressively jostled along in 
the work of regeneration until they have 
either won the unbeliever to the faith, or 
heaven has opened some way for the deliver- 
ance of both to the better life. While we are 
cognizant of the hundreds of difficulties ap- 
pearing in the way of a believer in true 
Christianity, when bound by civil ties to an 
unbelieving partner, still we can only urge 
a mutual understanding between parties for 
the maintenance of the faith by the believer, 
either by an instrument in writing, granting 
a permit to separate for this purpose, or by 
agreement to live together, yet maintaining 
the same chastity of soul and body which 
the one believing would feel called upon to 
practice if in the Society. Itis ever prefer- 
able, to have the husband and wife united in 
their determination to carry out the demands 
of our faith; but where only one has faith, 
which is not uncommonly the case, then a 
mutual agreement is necessary to separate, 
that the believer may unite with Society. 
But, if for any prudential reasons, business, 
children, property, etc., parties are permitted 
to remain out of Society, they must under- 
stand that close adherence to the fundamental 
principles of our faith is all that can main- 
tain their connection; while any intended 
departures from these, however secretly en- 
gaged in, or covertly unconfessed, will posi- 
tively work their expulsion. 


When all things of earth, man-made creeds, 
worldly pleasures and carnal vanities fail to 
yield that needed peace and rest to your weary 
spirits, turn to, and address your nearest and 
dearest friends—THE SHAKERS. 
Tuere is a stern truth which is stronger 


than all Spartan lessons :—Poverty is the 
master ill of the world. 








Editorial Notes. 


fess are very difficult for us to explain. 


mendous amen !” 


the Mohammedans !” The 


in war? 





do wrong, or that which Jesus never did, 


they were not christians, but christian 
sinners for the time. It is far casier, 
quite popular, to be achristian sinner; 


none such, and who sins is of the devil, 


his. “3 

Celibate does not sufficiently define 
Shakerhood. By a Suakxer, we mean 
a virgin celibate, one who cither never 
has lost virginity by carnal contact, or 
one who, having been so unchristianly 
unfortunate, is redeeming that virtue by 
dint of an extreme self-denial, equaled 
only by the example of Jesus, the Christ. 
It isa matter of importance only, not 
whether an individual Suaker has ever 
been a virgin celibate, or of recent 
conversion ; the importance lies in the 
fact whether he or she is living the life 
of a virgin celibate now, **to go no 
more out forever!” Jesus was more 
than celibate ; he was virgin. 


‘Why call me Lord, Lord; yet do 
not the things that I say?” And to 
every christian church of all lands, this 
question implies with equal importance. 
They alone are christians who love the 
Christ life so well that they walk ‘the 
way” Jesus walked; learn ‘‘ the truth” 
of his words; and live‘‘thelife” of him 
whose ‘* way, truth and life,” are our 
atonement, by following the Lord in the 
same. 











In the face of so fulla knowledge, 
that licentiousness is the ruling sin of 
this age—nearly everything bending to 
cater to the sensual, sexually and soli- 
tarily—how can any, without excessive 
shame, decry the gospel testimony, or 
living examples of a people whose life- 
work is to counteract, encompass, and 
subdue this extensive field of the devil? 

Wuat it benevolence were as strong a 
force in human nature as selfishness; would 


not this be 2 happier world? Yet it might 
be as strong a force if it were as persistently 





New Age. 





There are some things which wecon- 


Among others: How Spurgeon, a pro- 
fessor of Christ or Christianity, could 
‘* hope the time is short, before the en- 
tire Mohammedan race will be swept 
from the face of the earth!” to which 
his auditors responded, with a ‘tre- 
We ask, in the light 
of genuine Christianity, could devils 
hope for worse, or respond more tre- 
mendously? Again: Zhe World’s Cri- 
sés, in a nearly three column editorial, 
illustrates the strength of the contending 
forces in the East, and sorrows that the 
‘* Christians are not united in slaying 
World's 
Crisis looks for Christ daily! Surely, 
** My kingdom is not of this world ;” 
and those who pleasure in war are dev- 
ils, not Christians. Who follows Christ 


When professedly christian people 


and which, ‘‘to follow him” would for- 
bid; they do not commonly presume 


but truth demands that we say there are 


and is not a follower of Jesus, is none of 


cultivated. Then don’t go on applauding 
every selfish act or purpose you know of, un- 
less you stop complaining of a bad world.— 


5 
Ce ee 


Paragraphio of Life. 

The exposure, that “ Mother Shipton's 
Prophecy,” so extensively quoted, was writ- 
ten in 1862,and not in 1448, will be a disa- 
greeable surprise to many thousands. It was 
the deceptive work of a man named Charles 
Hindley, of Brighton, Eng. 


It is not generally known, that our Bro. J. 
M. Peebles has been a student of A/aferia 
Medica, and graduating recently, received 
his M. D., and is now Dr. Peebles. Wewere 
permitted a knowledge of his training and 
metamorphosis. 


The Chief Justice of the U. S. decides that 
no woman needs apply for permission to 
practice inthe U. S. Supreme Court. Here 
is the silly reason: ‘* By the uniform prac- 
tice of the court from its organization to the 
present time, and by the fair construction of 
its rules, none but men are admitted to prac- 
tice before it as attorneys and counsellors.” 


The music in Tue Suaxker, present issue, 
is the production of SuAKER souls; the ty- 
pography the work of SHAKER hands; and 
we are proud to feel, that it will be apprecia- 
ted the more, when the fact is made known. 
We feel almost warranted in challenging bet- 
ter typography than is set by our dear, Shaker 
sisters. 


We would answer C. W. S., by saying :—~ 
Gov. Tilden was not born among Tue SHAK- 
ERS; that he never was a Shaker, that we 
do not attribute his bachelor life to any influ- 
ence of Shakerism. His birth-place joined 
the Shaker farms at Mt. Lebanon, and him- 
self and brothers, bésides father and mother 
have been familiarly known. to the Shakers, 
for a time equal to the governor’s age. 


A recent paragraph tells us that Spurgeon’s 
sister has entered the pulpit. Our word for 
it, she will p1ove more charitable, liberal, and 
dispense more salvation than her noted 
brother, who ‘deals damnation round the 
land,” on each, he judges the Lord’s foe. 
Weare glad the professedly christian pulpits 
are being opened to women, if the courts as 
yet deny them practice. 


Almost any one can discover the soul of 
the following gospel wit by Josh. Billings: 
‘“‘ Trying tu liv on the reputashun uv a ded 
grandfather, iz just about az enterprizing az 
trying to hatch out rottun eggz under a tin 
wether-cock. 


Said Parker: ‘‘No step backward, is the 
rule of human society. What is gained by 
one man is invested in all men; and is a 
permanent investment for all time.” 


Any one doubting the beneficial effects of 
Shakerism upon the churches, can profitably 
investigate the modus operandi of Thos. K. 
Beecher’s churchin Elmira, N.Y. The poor 
are cared for by the church. A refectory is 
attached thereto for the hungry. There is a 
church horse and carriage to convey the aged 
and crippled to and from church, and to take 
the sick and convalescent on an airing excur- 
sion. It looks after the morals and occupation 
of its youth, and is educating quite a number 
for the ministry. It was this Beecher who 
recommended confession of sin, as * helping 
aman a good deal, to know that some one 
else knew of his misdeeds.” 


“‘T see no advantage in a piety which per- 
mits a person to bea scamp. I donot see how 
society is to be benefited by a religion which 
is not applied to the destruction of these vices. 
If Christianity cannot stop a person from ly- 
ing, slandering and cheating, either outside 
of the law, then what is it good for? And 
has not the time come for us so to define re- 
ligion as to make it mean virtue, and nothing 
short of it?” Murray. 


“If I cannot govern my own tongue 
though within my own teeth, how can I hope 
to govern the tongues of others?” Franklin. 





“Every man takes care that his neighbor 
does not cheat him. But a day comes when 
he begins to care that be does not cheat his 
neighbor. Then all goes well. He has 
changed his market cart into a chariot of the 
sun.” Lmerson. 





“* My religion is known to God and myself 
alone. Its evidence before the world is sought 
in my life; if that has been honest.and duti~ 
ful to society, the religion that has regulated it 
cannot be bad.” Feferson. 


Let every one ask, “‘Why am I a Chris- 
tian?” and there will appear a heavy respon- 
sibility resting with the answer. If it is be- 
cause it makes life better, like unto Christ’s, 
then is the answer correct~any other reasons 
will prove unchristian apologies. 

‘Show me your faith without works, and 
I will show you my faith by my works”’—life. 
Paul. 


_ 


Book Table. 





We would not recommend an unworthy 
book, sooner than we would counsel evil com- 
panionship; for both “corrupt good man- 
ners.” It is our great pleasure to present to 
our thousands of readers’ notice three valu- 
able volumes, each ot which 1s worthy of a 
coluimn of praise. 


“Tuz Science or A New Lire,” dy Fobn 
Cowan, M. D. When we first read this book 
nearly two years since, we pronounced it un- 
equaled by any book published in the present 
century. It is certainly wonderful, that in an 
age of moral corruption, of pelf hunting and 
sordid grasping, there should be such a dis- 
play of unreserved consecration to the best 
good of physical humanity! Werein are the 
sins of licentiousness. and the forcing upon 
the world unwanted and unwelcome children. 
to pine, suffer and die, no honor to their 
parents, and unowned by nature, thoroughly 
rebuked. Ilerein are instructions, which if 
followed, would make our earth an Eden in a 
few generations, and the ascension from the 
perfected earthly to a state of “heaven on 
earth,” would become so easy and natural 
that Shaker societies would become the true 
balance of the lawful principle of reproduc- 
tion. Again, we say, this book has had no 
equalin its line. Cowan & Co., Publishers 
New York. 


Tus Hovsenotp Cycrorenia, dy 7. Eii- 
svood Zell. In this volume of 500 pages, we 
find the most compend‘ous work upon almost 
every imaginable subject, that has been is- 
sued from any press in this world. Not only 
10,000 and more well tried receipts upon the 
most excellent themes, but a fund of informa- 
tion upon many thousands of topics which 
would necessitate an extensive library to pro- 
cure. It is a beautifully illustrated work, and 
wll worth the small price asked for it. In- 
deed, many editions of it must be rold. be- 
fore its publisher can be repaid for the exten- 
sive researches necessarily made in its com- 
pilation. Baker, Davis & Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa., Publishers. 


PrtnciriA: on Basis oF Soctat Science. 
by R. P. Wright. So much has been said 
of this work on social science, that all we can 
add may seem superfluous. Its table of con- 
tents is the most replete with subjects of any 
work of its kind, being fully twenty closely 
printed pages, while the divisions and sub- 
divisions of the work itself, d'sp'ay the labor 
of many years, by one who!ly devoted to the 
science to which the title in'roduces us. 
Would that there were more thoughtful men 
and women; for here is a b: ok of 524 pages 
treating upon themes of vital importance to the 
perpetuity and happiness of human society, 
Although many of the talented author's 
schemes, for the illustrat‘on of heavea on 
carth, may seem utopian, yet only great 
good could be derived fiom the attempts at 
their solution. We are cnjazed in practi- 
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cally solv'ng a part of these problems; ard 
it is agreeable to think how much the author 
credits our labors as a class of Spiritual So- 
cialists, while dealing with all other forms 
contained in the almost illimitable field of 
sociology. The work is published by Lippin- 
cott & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Am. Spiritual Magazine is a bold, 
noble periodical. Its aim is higher than any 
other ‘piritualistic sheet that we know of. 
While it ‘‘ did not fully endorse” our views 
upon * The Decline of Spiritualism;” nor 
of ‘The New Movement,” as, published in 
Nov. Shaker, yet it was the only so-called 
Spiritual paper that alluded to those articles ; 
and it had the unusual and unlooked for 
courage to quote both entire, as being ‘‘ food 
for thought.” As it is worthy of much help, 
send to Memphis, Tenn., a helping hand and 
appreciative heart. 


a 





Recip? Gleanings. 


One of the best washes for the teeth is 
camphor water reduced to a weak solution. 
It is not only very detersive, but really health- 
ful to both gums and teeth. 


The Science of Health says: Germany 
excels any country in the cleanliness of its 
beds for sleeping. To the daily stripping 
and airing of Shaker beds, may be attributed 
much cf the general good health of its peo- 
ple. 


Add a little carbolic acid to your mucilage, 
piste, glue, and these will not mould. An 
ounce of the same added toa pailful of white- 
wash used in cellars, barns, dairies and meat 
rooms removes the disagreeable odors usually 
found in such places. 


A valuable liniment is recommended by 
The Cottage Hearth, for sprains, bruises and 
lameness in man or beast. Take an ounce of 
oil of wormwood toa pint of alcohol, and 
bathe freely. It also recommends a 


Flax-seed lemongde: Poura quart of water 
over four tablespoonfulé of flax-seed. Steep, 
not boil, three Lours; cover closely while 
steeping; strain and sweeten to the taste. 
Add the juice of two lemons, thinning with 
more water if necessary. 


Those who are troubled with cold feet may 
he largely assisted in being more comfortable 
by sprinkling the inner side of the stockings 
with Cayenne pepper. 

The Household gives us a new ‘Indian 
Pudding:” To a pint of scalded milk, add 
half a pint of. Indian meal, a teacup of mo- 
lacs>s, and six sweet apples, pared and cut in 
small pieces. Bake three hours. 

Also the following for ‘‘ Corn Bread :” 
One pint of slightly scalded Indian meal, cne 
tablespoonful of shertering, two eggs; stir 
well; add half teaspoon of salt, with yeast 
enough to make it rise. Bake in a quick 
oven. 


Lemon Piz: The yolks of two eggs, one 
lemon, grate the peel, one cup of white sugar, 
half a pint of milk. Cover and bake. Make 
a frosting of the whites of the two eggs, three 
tablespoons of white sugar. Pour over the 
pie and let it brown lightly. 


Now that the long winter months are upon 
us, let us profit by what The Country Geutle- 
man says on hulled corn. 

This old fashioned luxury is coming into 
style again, and as it is really a delicious 
dish when properly prepared, it may be ac- 
ceptable to know the modus operandi of doing 
it right. Take a six quart panfull of ashes 
(hard wood ashes if possible, as they are 
stronger); put them intoan iron kettle, with 
thre gallons of water; let them boil about 
five minutes; then set off from the fire and 
turn in a pint of coid water to settle it. Turn 
off the lye and strain; put it into aniron ket- 
tle, and put in six quarts of shelled corn; put 
lit over a brisk fire, and let it boil half an 





THE SHAKER. 2 





hour, skimmingand stirring frequently. The 
outside skin of the kernels will then slip off. 
Strain off the lye, and rinse thoroughly in 
several clear waters. 

When the lye is thus weakened, turn the corn 
into a large dish-pan, and turn in water 
enough to cover it; then rub thoroughly with 
the hands, till the little black chits come off; 
rinse and strain off till the water looks clear; 
then put back into a clean kettle, with water 
enough to cover it, and let it boil slowly. It 
will swell to more than double the first quan- 
tity. Boil till quite soft; it may be necessary 
to add water occasionally; stir often, so as 
not to burn at the bottom of the kettle; when 
guite soft put in two large tablespoonfuls of 
salt, and stir well. To be eaten with milk or 
butter and sugar. 

It is a healthy dish, and though there is 
work in preparing it, yet it is good enough 
to pay for the labor and trouble. It is good 
either hot or cold, and was considered by ou 
grand-parents to be one of the greatest luxu- 
ries of the table. Wheat hulled in the same 
way is considered a great delicacy, and avers 
beneficial diet for invalids, but it is not so 
staple or nutritious as Indian corn. Smaller 
quantities can be prepared by using less lye 
and corn. 





Keeping the Tongue. 


Kecd it from unkinduess : Words are some- 
times wounds. Speech is unkind sometime: 
when there is no unkindness in the heart— 
so much the worse that needless wounds are 
inflicted—so much the worse that uninten- 
tional pain is caused. 

Keep it from falsehood: It is easy to give 
a false coloring, to so make a statement tha’ 
it may convey a different meaning from the 
truth, while vet there is the appearance of 
truth, that we need to be on our guard. There 
are many who would shrink from telling a lie, 
yet who suffer themselves in such inaccurate, 
exaggerated or one-sided statements, that 
they really come under the condemnation o: 
those, whose ‘‘lying lips are an abominatio: 
unto the Lord.” 

Kecp it from slander: The good reputa 
tion of others should be dear to us. Si 
should not be suffered to go unrebuked; bu 
this should be according to the scripture 
method: ‘Go and tell him of his fault 
twixt theeand himalone.” What is too ofte: 
considered as harmless gossip, runs danger 
ously near, if it does ~ct pass the confines o 
slander. A reputation is too sacred to kx 
made a plaything of, even if the intent bk 
not malicious. ( Waverly.) 


~ 





Mt. Lebanon. 


F. W. EVANS. 


Lebanon—its beauty is incomparable; sun- 
shine, in its pristine glory; air and wate: 
fresh and sweet; landscape varied and ex 
tensive; valleys, mountains and little hills 
in every direction; vegetation, from the foresi 
to the flower, in full uniform; orchards anc 
gardens and meadows, with abundance o 
scattering fruit-trees of choice variety: ever 
greens, berry-bushes, and white willow 
around ponds and beside the water-brooks 
go to make up the pleasing diversity of ow 
home, in its outward external aspect. The 
plagues of Egypt are known only by hear-say 
mosquitoes, flies, gnats, poisonous serpents. 
and injurious plants are the exceptions anc 
not the rule. Health a good, sickness ar 
evil. Of the moral virtues and spiritua 
privileges—the gifts from above and the grace: 
from beneath—that adorn our holy Mount 
they are innumerable. as seen by the pure it 
heart. Is not all this good, these beautie 
and blessings—this God manifested in hu- 
manity—a beginning of heaven upon earth: 
When all the thorns and briars—the vice 
and vile passions of human beingt—are eradi 
cated, and all thought is im the light; wh« 





shall bear the glory? 












The Manifestation of Truth. 
ABRAH ine Canine: 


Somewhere I have read that ‘ anything 
which will unite people, and make them be- 
have well, may be called religion.” I accept 
the declaration. 

No people can long exist and prosper with- 
out religion, which to them must become an 
organic element, the tendency of whose nature 
and principle is, to unite and consolidate; 
otherwise, the constituent principles of dis- 
integration exist, and consequently, destruc- 
tion is inevitable. No family, people, ner 
nation, not a christian church, however blest 
and prospered, however gifted and inspired 
of God, can long hold an honorable stand- 
ing, unless interwoven in its life, there exists 
a religion having power to unite, to save 
and cause the body to behave well and make 
it better. 

Is not this a subject of sufficient magnitude 
ind importance to every individual, to every 
body of people, and especially to every 
christian church, worthy of being taken home 
ind brought to bear upon the lile and charac- 
ter of that body or church? Should it not 
30 Operate as to enforce a canvass of its life 

ind character and an analysis of its proper- 
ies? Should any individual flinch from 
luty, because of the work he there finds to 
lo and the burdens connected therew:th? 
Or, shall he seek to escape the scrutiny of 
investigation, because of the imperfections of 
society and the evils of his owa heart? Nay: 
f he attempts such a course, he is a coward, 
inworthy the’ name of a man, much less a 
christian. If he is unwilling to let the light 
of heaven shiae upon his acts of life, and 
shuns investiga ion, he lacks moral couraze 
ind acts the hypocrite. And u less he makes 
corrections, amendments and progress his 
\ife-work, he is dishonest, disloyal, unprinci- 
dled and untrue to himself and to his pro- 
ession. He who strives every day of h's 
ife agreeably to the light of his own con- 
cience, to live in perfect justification be- 
vre God and fears no ill: he has nothiag to 
sover nor conceal. Such a man is willirg that 
ais life, his labors and the motives of his 
veart should be mapped out and spread be- 
ore all the world for inspection; he seeks 
rot to evade the most scrutinizing survey, 
che closest and severest disquisition or the 
leepest research, even of his enemies. If 
1¢ lives in uprightness, no true knowledge of 
iis life can harm him. He who fears most 
chat the truth should be told, is he whom the 
‘ruth would indict. 

‘** Lord, who shall abide in Thy tabernacle, 
who shall dwell in Thy holy hill?” He only, 
vho is honest, just, innocent and pure. He 
mly, ‘* that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
‘ighteousness, and speaketh the truth in his 
1eart; that backbiteth not with his tongue, 
10r doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up 
t reproach against his neighbor; in whose 
‘yes a vile person is contemned,” and ‘*honor- 
‘th them that fear the Lord.” (Psalm, 15th.) 

The spirit of the Lord was upon David 
when he uttered the words cf that song. At 
chat time he had more theology than he pos- 

essed religion. Those principles lived, 
vould have produced a very different dispen- 
ation in those days of licentiousness and 
var; and, carried out to-day, would make a 
yaradise of this world. No more should we 
rear the call to arms; no more the din and 
ufferings of war; no more the scourge and 
‘nhuman cruelty of slavery; no more would 
trate upon our ears the chocking reports cf 
-he corrupting, debasing, beastly and fiendish 
vorks of man; no more selfishness, ‘‘ mine 
und thine;” but one common interest would 
vervade our paradisical world; sin,would be 
lone away and the souls of men absolved 
rom every taint of evil and every influence 
hat would bring bondage or shame. Our 
yovernment would become divine, and com- 
nunity of interests and virgin life would te 
‘ts basic principles; an order after that cf the 
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primitive christians, as that of the church 
established at Jerusalem in the days of the 
Apostles would be our order, and the king- 
dom of peace would be set up for us, univer- 
sally to enjoy. 

In conclusion, let me ask:—Is not this the 
work of the millennium? Is not this the 
ange!, the resurrection order, the work of 
Christ, as wrought out in the life and exam- 
ple of Jesus? If so, will we sacrifice for it 
and make it ours? Here lies the work for the 
decision of conscience. Obedience to this 
faith gives us our christian, covenant relation. 
This perfect consecration alone is Shaker 
life ; and this alone extends the ranks of our 
holy institution. 

Caxterbury, N. H. 





~ Correspondence, 


Mr. LeBanon, Dec. 24, 1876. 
ear Elder ALBERT: 

I owe you lots of apology for not preparing 
something nice for January. Iam, head and 
heels, into orcharding. I work, for these ten 
weeks, until, at noon and night, the muscles 
set up an irresistable cry for rest, like a brood 
of hungry chickens for food. I am so tender- 
hearted that, although I know my duty to 
you and Tue SHaKeR—to everybody depend- 
ingon me to furnish something to stir up the 
dormant powers of amazed indignation against 
new theologies, or ancient truths—wher I lay 
me down to sleep, and my rest is as sweet as re- 
venge, while the resulting effect is, to me, far 
better. But to you, to THE SuAkeER, to every- 
body I do so love to rouse from death-sleep— 
of orthodox conservati.m—or to quiet in the 
excitement of mis-named reform, it may bz 
dis: strous in the extreme. 

Ilow am I to help in the matter of THE 
SHAKER? Iam on the earth or in the trees. 
The mysteries of apple raising occupy my 
thoughts by day and my dreams by night— 
when I do not sleep so sound that I cannot 
dram without going out of my bundle ot 
muscles entirely. Then again, write? What 
can I say that is good, not already said in the 
December number, and far better said than I] 
can say it? 

Love to ycu, as ever; and when I get all 
my cut-door work done up, you may expect 
to hear from me again by way of the pen. 

Of the Constantine Sabbath: As a day of 
national rest from physical labor, and ot 
spiritual industry—gocd. As a theological 
day, on which the things that are were made, 
out of nonentity, by congeries of creators— 
less than a shadow. 

Do you take the Weather Probabilities? 1 
co, are they certainties to you, as tous? 1 
get, from the department, my daily report, o1 
rather prognostics, which, for the last three 

- weeks, has been as minutely accurate in 
slightly varying changes of temperature, of 
clouds and sunshine, of rain and snow, as 1 
could make at the end of each day. 

Are we not entering upon a new era, where 
in man will not only predict, but govern and 
control—ride the whirlwind and direct the 
storms of nature, in the outward and inward 
clements of his own being? Allis man. As 
the soul pertains to the spirit, so the body 
pertains to the soul, and the natural world to 
the bedy. Therefore, when there is no gov- 
ernment by man, in all these elements, it is 
because there is no God recognized by man— 
man living, but living without God, and con- 
sequently without the power of government 
over his own spirit, coul, body, and the out- 
ward natural elements. 

Is any sick, let him send for the Elders of 
the Church, as the medium for communicating 
with God. Follow this law, through each 
department of knowl:dze, and God will be 
all, ineach human being. 

All power is given to me, said Jesus, as pi- 
onee. of redeemed souls, both in Heaven and 
Earth. And the power God has given me is 
equally for you, when you come into the con- 
dition I have attained unto. 
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What manner of man is this, that even the 
winds and waves obey him? Just such man- 
ner of man as all believers may become. 

F. W. Evans. 


Aver, Mass., Dec. 11, 1876. 
My very dear Brother NicuoLas: . 

As the mail brings me the last of Vol. VI 
of Tue Suaxer, I am very agreeably re- 
minded that Vol. VII, which is to be our wel- 
come visitor the coming year, must receive 
material aid. Enclosed you will find P. O. 
Order for full amount, as per circular July 
26, 1876. 

Words are an impediment in attempting to 
convey to you our gratitude for the willing 
burden you bear in support of our little organ. 

As long as there is progress, there will be 
agitation of thought and opinions, which are 
as tributaries to knowledge—to absolute 
truth, 

‘** Agitation of thought is the beginning of 
wisdom.” When that ceases, there will be 
no need of a paper as aneducator. ‘‘ Silence 
in Heaven for half an hour;” or half a cen- 
tury, will not quiet the elements. 

Afier ‘the fire of the altar was cast into 
the earth,” ‘‘ there were voices, and thunder- 
ings and lightnings, and earthquakes.” 

We applaud the iconoclast when he breaks 
another’s idols. Let no fondness or rever- 
ence for form or custom blind the eyes tc 
idolatry. Whatever claims our veneration, 
that discovers no present life, and is not 
adapted to our daily needs, and fails to vital- 
ize religious devotion into good works, savors 
of idolatry. Material or ideal, it matters not. 
Let us be “living stones” in the rising tem- 
ple; working for the growth of our souls, 
and for the increase of the Christ kingdom. 
And, if sometimes on our journey we feel the 
chilling mists of the valley, and our fee: 
press upon uncertain soil, and all seem: 
transition, remember that all the apostles 
of truth who have led the advance, found 
their line of march along this road. For 
** Never on custom’s oiled grooves 

The world to higher level moves; 

But grates and grinds with friction hard, 

On granite boulder and flinty shard; 

Even by losses the right must reign, 

Every good have its birth of pain; 

And graces and charities feed the fire 

In which the wrongs of the age expire.” 


In love, I remain, as ever, your abiding 
brother, Exyau Myrick. 


a” 


Mr. LeBanon, Dec. 23, 1876. 
G. Atsert Lomas: 

Dear Brother—I have been much assisted 
ind comforted by ‘* Would you?” in the De- 
cember number of Tue Sutaker, just at hand. 
It has assisted me to serious reflection, and 
by said reflection I have been comforted. 
May it prove a word in due season to many 
who are ‘‘’twixt wind and water.” We are 
individually responsible .for our every deed, 
word and thought; and although commun- 
ism may possess a thousand blessings, it can 
never obliterate individual resyensibility. ] 
wish you much success in your editorial la- 
bors. For proof, I enclose my mite. Woulc 
that I were able to do better. Will you give 
‘The Young Folks” a corner in your enlarg- 
ed edition of 1877? 

Yours, fraternally, Turo. Goruam. 





Social Life Letters. 
COOK’S MANUAL. 


My Dear S.: 

Since Iesteem you as a good cook, and an 
excellent counselor in this department. per- 
mit me to call your attention to a subjeci 
which occupied my thoughts while at break- 
fast this morning. It is not a startling one 
however, though it has a surprisingly long 
title; and was suggested on seeing a dish of 
nicely. prepared mashed potatoes close at hand 
viz: The advantages derived frcm ‘* Labor- 
Saving Machinery,” as applied to moderr. 
cookery. Do you marvel that my thought: 
took this direction? Well, I sat speculating 





upon the healthfulness of this vegetable as 
food; of its early historic reputation as a 
poison, &c., &c , when I seemed to hear au- 
dible tones proceeding from some sort of a 
‘*labor-saving machine,” (constructed on the 
pestle and mortar principle), and anon me- 
thought I saw the pestle materialize, and 
strike a most imposing attitude, giving me to 
understand by sign, that I must partake of a 
vegetable which had been so nicely prepared. 
‘“Observe,” said the mechanical voice, ‘to 
what a refining process it has been subjected, 
since removed from its native soil, through 
our efforts.” ‘‘ Again, how long and faith- 
fully we have served your people, in helping 
them to facilitate the ready dispatch of cooked 
vegetables! Are we not entitled to your full- 
est confidence, and a place on the list of 
‘labor-saving machines’ in the record of 
arts?” Almost confounded by this singular 
manifestation, I meekly replied: Indeed, now 
I. think of it, the amount of dental labor 
which you have saved us, as well as a nation 
of patrons, for many years is quite astonish- 
ing! The tons of vegetables, which have 
yielded to your powerful impression, are al- 
most beyond computation! Do not these 
facts prove to you, that your reputation is es- 
tablished, as well as popular? 

Ycu should be estimated truly, as a success- 
ful rival of the machines used in the exten- 
sive fouring mills cf the great West. You 
pulverize vegetab’es, ‘hey reduce the hard 
grains of wheat to an almost impalpable 
powd:r, which is subsequently fashioned into 
Eaky, snowy loaves, to tempt the Franklins 
of our day to purchase. ‘* Labor-saving ma- 
_hinery” indeed, which saves one from chew- 
ng the hard substance of boiled potatoes! 
which renders teeth no longer a necessity, 
save in speech! 

It follows, then, that food reduced to the 
consistency of a semi-sclid, invites the epi- 
cure to swallow some, digest less, and chew 
none at all. Hence the process of eating, 
which once occupied thirty minutes, can now 
be performed in one fifth of that time. 
Mighty progress in science and art! A hun- 
dred years of experience and scientific ex- 
periment in the culinary department, culmi 
1ating in such résults! The word mastica- 
tion, which occurs so frequently in subjects 
treating upon Hygiene, and which was al- 
ways ineuphonic, may soon become obsolete, 
if lexicographers do not object. (Exit ma- 
chine.) 

Have patience, my dear S., for thought ex- 
pands by exercise, and I am disposed to see 
another side to this subject, for the question 
arises: Why did the All-Wise design such a 
convenient apparatus for our use, if it was 
not intended to serve some grand purpose in 
the economy of nature? 


Physiologists and dentists all claim that 
the teeth were made to use, and are an essen- 
tial part of the digestive apparatus; and, 
is it not a fixed law of our physical being, 
thatevery faculty must be exercised in order 
to maintain health? In my opinion more 
teeth decay for want of labor than from any 

ther cause, save want of cleanliness. That 
here are triumphs in art as applied to ma- 
chinery, I am not inclined to dispute; but 
some machines denominated labor-saving, 
are, in the strictest sense, labor-muking; this 
fact allow me to prove. 

First, then, foed prepared in a manner to 
Jispense w:th chewing, is not only unhealthy, 
but leads to the pernicious habit of eating too 
capidly. I have frequently cbserved that 
children accustomed to soft food, show a dis- 
position to reduce all hard substances given 
them to eat, to the same semi-solid consis- 
tency. Give such a piece of bread crust to eat. 
and plump it goes into the cup of milk near, 
or it is baptized with water till mellow enough 
to swallow without mastication; and what 
are some of the unfortunate results of such a 
course? Dyspepsia, with its legion of ills; 
teeth, prematurely decayed for want of use; 
while around the last sorry fact, clusters a 


series of facts too doleful to forget when once 
experienced in the form of grumbling, aching 
teeth. And now comes in the extra effort, in 
acquiring the money used for repairs, the la- 
bor expended, the time spent in repairing 
carious teeth, all these I present to prove 
that our so-called “‘labor-saving machinery,” 
is labor-making in more ways than one. 

** Gold and silver have I none,” eaid one, 
years ago. ‘Of gold and silver I have 
some,” might a nation of young folks ex- 
claim, (though not born with a silver spoon 
in the mouth,) since many carry more gold 
in the teeth than in the purse, at least the 
value of this metal concealed in the savings 
bank of a carious tooth, might purchase 
many a desirable object for the wealthy pos- 
sessor. 

‘Taking a retrospect ef these facts, then, 
shall we not conclude that the direct source 
of much domestic or physical infelicity exists 
in our modern process cf cookery? I am 
aware that this conclusion brings but poor 
consolation to the faithful time-serving cook, 
who caters to our perverted tastes, provided 
she seeks reward in culinary achievements ; 
but * Truth is mighty and must prevail,’ 
even in the kitchen. 

Now S., if after reading this medley of 
evils, you can devise a remedy, please mani- 
fest it in writing, and by so doing consider 
yourself the contributor of a benefit to the 
Cook’s Manual. 

Please answer through tts columns as soen 
as convenient. 

Cordially, 


————os 


Reply. 


A. 


Dear A. : 

I have read your musings at the breakfast 
table with some thought and care, and have 
reflected upon the long list of physiological 
sins, which I may have committed in my am- 
bition and zeal to be kind, by giving my best 
efforts in the art of cooking for my friends 
and guests; never failing at such times to 
call to my aid the pestle, or any other labcr- 
saving appliance‘at hand which would render 
goodservice. Butit seems, according to your 
suggestion, that I have caused other people to 
commit physical sins, and from the inharmc- 
nious condition of the system thus induced, 
to commit all manner of sins. At first] was 
disposed to laugh at your cogitations; but, 
indeed, I am growing very sober as I think 
of the sufferings and wrongs to which I have 
been indirectly or remotely accessory. 

It seems tha: the ills arising from unhy- 
gienic diet result not only in loss of health, 
loss of teeth, and, shall I say it?—loss of 
moral integrity. It looks reasonable that 
tveth must decay if they have never been su 
ficiently used, or ailcwed to perform their 
natural functions. : 

Again, I see that the introduction of focd 
into the stomach, masticated by artificial 
means, is not conducive to health, it nct 
having been mixed with the saliva, which na- 
ture affords, as is the case when substances 
are properly divided by the teeth; thus we 
are inclined to swallow the same too rapidly 
and this is another abuse of the stomach. 

The financial view of your subject is quite 
appalling. I wish we had known how to 
live just right many years ago, and conse- 
quently saved the money paid to dentists and 
doctors, to expendin a more sensible way, 
don’t you? or retained itin cur pockets. “A 
place for everything, and everything in place,” 
is a good motto for us in the cooking depart- 
ment, and equally appropriate when applied 
to the care of wioney. I think it high time, in 
view of our profession, to repent of our past 
wrongs, praying meanwhile, that the sins of 
our ignorance may be winked at, or winked 
away. 

Dear A., when you write again for ovr 
‘*Manual” please make some suggestions for 
reform, or invite some one else to do so, fer 
we are earnest for the right, and would like 
the best thoughts of reformers on this sub- 





ject. Yours, ~ 9. 














THE SHAKER. 





Mount Lebanon, N. Y. 
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2. While nearing the stream, in vision 1 see 
A structure rise noble and grand ; 
’Tis uct built on any false dogma nor creed,— 
Tis a bridge to the fair summer land. 
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3. The shadow of doubt is forever dispelled, 
And kindreds are joined heart and hand; 
For messengers cross on this bridge every day, 
From their home in the bright spirit land. 
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4. Each day that we live, some gem we may store, 
The work of our own willing hand; 
The garment we weave in this valley below,— 
We shall wear in the bright summer land. 








Oui Bono? 


The answer of a youth who was asked: 
What are the benefits that you receive by 
having a home among the Shakers? 


«em Itisa great blessing to me to be removed 


| from irreligious or vain companions, through 
the influence of whom I might have become 
equally as irreligious, and may be, far worse. 


aa | At the same time my privilege places me 


among a cultivated and religious people, who 
believe in living acceptably to God, through 
the purity of their lives, and who teach all 
cthers the same practical religion. 

In this it gives me the privilege of leading 
a better life than I otherwise could have done. 
It teaches me the confession of ail sin before 
God, an act which a certain gifted divine 
says, cannot but make a person better. It 
gives me a union which my beloved Brethren 
and Sisters who have lived this life and who 
work earnestly to develope the good in those 
who choose the same way. Finally, it makes 
me conscientious and teaches me to work 
from a christian principle. 

Shaker Village, N. H. 

Evergreen Shores, 

We learn, with sorrow, the decease of 
Elder Thos. Shane, of Pleasant Hill, Ky., 
84 years. 

At Mt. Lebanon, N. Y., Betsey Haskins, 
Dec. 8, 1876, aged 85. 








Dr. R. H. Storrs is one of the few 
clergymen who refuse “loud culls.” He was 
invited to Fifth Avenue brick church on the 
top of Murray hill, ata salary of $10,000, and 
a millionaire offered to purchase a house 
which readily sold for $65,000 before the panic 
and to furnish it handsomely from top to bot- 
tom for his use while he remained pastor of 
the church. And yet he would not accept. 





“Oil Up.” 


THEODORE GORHAM. 


Man, like a machine, is a combination or 
a system of forces. 

A community is a combination of combi- 
nations, an instrument by which the direction 
and intensity of individual force—faculty—is 
changed or concentrated to perform a work 
which could not be performed without said 
combination. 

In machines we find always a loss of force 
through friction. Ina community we find a 
friction caused jby the different parts of the 
combination—the different faculties and 
natural tendencies of the constituent mem- 
bers—being brought in contact; friction is 
unavoidable, but the true spirit of christianity 
is the oil, the oil which calms the troubled 
waters and modifies the friction natural to 
the machine. The more perfect the machine 
the less friction. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 





A Shaker Experience. 


CAROLINE E. BRIGGS. 


** Away with all doubting ye feeble and faint- 


ing; 
Away with all fears for the Zion of God. 
The Lord in his infinite wisdom is guiding 
The feet of the wanderer to Zion’s blest 
home. 


To my mind the signs of the times indi- 
cate just this, and although some seem to see 
only darkness and a withdrawal of the spirit 
of God or goodness from the face of the 
earth, Ican see beyond the clouds of error 
aud a seeming disregard for everything of a 
spiritual or religious nature, the “silver lin- 
ing,” and hope and trust spring up within 





me, and I can afford to *‘ Learn to labor and 
to wait.” Oh! the beautiful gospel of Christ 
and Mother, which says ‘‘Come unto me all 
ye who are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest.” Oh! how often I have exclaimed with- 
in myself, ‘* would to God that there were 
more, that had even perhaps as faint a 
glimpse as I have of what that rest is.” It is 
indeed, a gift of God. I glory in the fact 
that I am able to live a Shaker life, that I 
have had a privilege to confess, and in as 
great a degree have been able to forsake my 
former sins. To battle with old nature in all its 
forms, to deny ourselves daily, striving ever 
to attain a measure of those christian graces 
which so adorn and beautify the soul, is an 
honorable work, and one that Iam thankful 
I was led into, while sojourning in this 
earthly tabernacle. The thought that I am, 
even in my small capacity, helping on the 
cause of Christ (whose spirit I always loved, 
and reverenced), is ample reward for every 
sacrifice. About fifteen years ago, (I being 
in my thirtieth year), it was my good for- 
tune to come, out of mere curiosity I then 
thought, to visit the Shakers at Enfield; not 
having any previous knowledge of their 
peculiar views, I was not at all prejudiced. 
On entering the village, I experienced feelings 
that could not be described, and after a short 
tarry, became convinced that I had been 
guided wiser than I knew, and I saw plainly 
what my duty was, and from that time have 
endeavored to square my life by this precious 
gospel testimony. Hoping this little sketch 
of my experience may induce some weary 
soul to investigate our principles, I have thus 
written, for I believe there are many who 
would gladly avail themselves of the privi- 
lege to live in an atmosphere of greater 
purity than the ouside world affords them. 





Toall such I would gladly extend the invita- 
tion, ‘‘ Come and see.” 
Enfield, N. H. 


— 


Plain Talks, 





There is a loud call for a new edition of 
our little pamphlet—‘* PLain Tarxks;” and 
just as soon as we can get sufficient encour- 
agement from Novitiate Elders, we will issue 
a large edition. Elder H. L. Eades, South 
Union, Ky., says of this little work: ‘Zn 
my judgment, it is the best work to send to 
enquirers that we have yet published. It ought 
to be reprinted. Abundance of them should 
be kept in every Society—they would save 
their cost in writtng, etc.” They will be 
issued, similar to first edition, and form one 
of the neatest pieces of printed work ever 
issued. The names af all Novitiate Elders 
and Eldresses will be printed on a page of the 
work, who render us any aid in the new edi- 
tion. They will be sent to any address, at 
cost, to all ordering twenty-five copies or 
more, four and. one-half cents each; or six 
cents per single copy. Will be issued in 
February. Send orders, great or small 

We would also recommend to any desirous 
of reading short, but brilliant pamphlets upon 
Shakerism, to send to Elders Daniel Fraser, 
aud John Whiteley, of Shirley Village, Ms.,for 
‘¢ The Shaker’s Answer,” and “ Divine Affla- 
tus ;” the first at $3.09 per hundred, the latter 
$5.09. Who will send for and circulate a few 
hundreds? ‘God is mindful of our zeal.” 


4 
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How ADMIRABLE and beautiful is the sim- 
plicity of the Evangelists! They never speak 
ne neg of the enemies of Jesus Christ, 
of his judges, nor of his executioners. They 
report the facts without a single reflection. 
They comment neither of their Master's mild- 
ness, when he was smitten, nor of his con: 
stancy in the hour of his ignominious death, 
which they thus describe: ‘And they cru- 
cified Jesus.”—Racine. 
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Writers for Tue SHAKER are requested to 
write on but one side of their paper, 





